An ADDRrREss to thoſe who conſider 


The HoLY SCRIPTURES 


As a Rule of Conduct given them by GOD, as a Diſplay of his 
Perfections, and a Manifeſtation of his Will. 


S a more and more perfe&t comprehenſion of the works of G O D in 

the natural world is known to be attained, according as there is 
an increaſe of Knowledge and Enquiry ; ſo we may rationally . that mort 
and more juſt conceptions of his moral ⁊gency, reſpecting his rational creatures, & 
of his Will reſpecting them, and of his deſigns or counſels towards them, will be 
formed, in proportion to the increaſe of Knowledge and Enquiry. And the conti- 
nued cultivation of human teaſon, and a free and accurate diſcukon of difficult points, 
cannot faileither of producing freſh diſcoveries, or of ſetting what is already known 
in a clearer and more ſtriking point of light. And as ſeveral pious and learned wri- 
ters have of late employed their pens in elucidatiag the Scriptures and the religion ot 
Cualisr, with a freedom of ſentiment and enquiry that is beſt adapted to indisg 
out the truth ; from ſuch helps it may be preſumed there may be given a more 
rational [llu/tration of the Scriptures than has before appeared. The 
Hlauftration of the Holy Scriptures, printed for R. Goa bps , and fold by 
J. Towers, at No. 111, near Cripplegate, has been executed on a very dif- 
terent plan from any other expoſition of the Scriptures, neither received opinions 
nor former expoſitions being followed, any further than they agree with Reaſon 
and the known attributes of the Daity ; for it is not poſſible that ſhould be true 
which is contrary to reaſon ; nor ought any thing to be admitted which is in- 
conſiſtent with the Divine Perfections. It has been endeavoured to conſider 
tings upon the principles of rationality, net of received opinions merely, which 
are too often falle z and by a great number of new notes not to be found in any 
other expoũtor, many paſſages of the Scriptures are ſet in a new light, and thereby 
many important doctrines explained in a rational manner, and many received 
opinions and Dectrines built upon them, ſhown to have no foundation in the 
Scriptures. And by this means the Chriſtian - reader will find a new field diſ- 
played to him in the Seriptures, and will ſee the attributes of GOD reſpecting 
his rational creatures, ſet in a more glorious light.---As the corruption of the 
Religion of CHRIS T was gradual, fo too its Reſtoration and the light has broke 
in by degrees; many doctrines which have long prevailed among Proteſtant 
Thriſtians, now appear in theſe days of impartial enquiry, to have no other 
foundation than pallages of Scripture miſunderſtood and miſapplied. ln theſe 
days of freedom and improvement, the Vivine PROVIDbEN E aftards 
the opportun'ty for pug juſtice to the Religion of CHRIST, by ſe- 
para'ing it from the abſurdities and ſuperſtitions which weak and ignorant, or 
wicked and deſigning men have mixed with it. And it is the duty ot every one 
to come to the light, that falſehood and ſuperſtition may no longer prevail in the 
Chriſtian World. 

The great ſale of the former editions of this work, far beyond any thing of the 
kind, the many letters received by the publiſhers from all parts of Great Bricaio, 
and the reputation it continues to gain, makes it unneceſſary to ſay any thing far- 
ther of it, than only that the preſent Edition is much improved by the light which 
many learned men have given by their labours ſince the firſt publication of this 
work, and by a renewed application to the ſubjeft. — And by the copious ex- 
tracts given ſrom the beſt Sermons, Diſcourſes and Treatifes, on difficult and in- 
terelting texts and doctrines, it may juſtly be confidered as a library of Chriſtian pe 
knowledge. 

This WORK, containing the Or D and New TesTameNT, with ſome fele} 
Books of the ArocaYPHA, and a Cox cox Dax c, may be had, (Frice Seven 
Pounds) handſomely bound in TAE LIAN f Voruwts, FOLIO, adorned with 
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with upwards of One Hendred and Seventy full FOLIO Beautiful Cor ra- Prart 
CUTS, being the bet Sr of BiBLE CUTS ever publiſhed in the King- 
dom. And the Conveniency of thoſe who do not chuſe to purchaſe the 
Whole at once, it is to be had in Sixr tur or Thar Y NUMBERS 
WEEKLY, or three or four Numbers at a Time, as beſt ſuits the Purchaſer, or 
MonTmi.Y, in Volumes, ſewed tn blue Paper, at Five Shilling: each. 


The NEW TESTAMENT Par may be had ſeparate, in Tue 
Vorumzs FOLIO, Price (handſomely bound) Two Pounds Five Shilling, or 
Two Pound: half bound and lettered, ornamented with Sixty-eight Beautiful 
Coeyer-Prars CUTS; or, in NUMBER S MowrTHLY, ſewed in blue 
Paper, Price Five Shillings, containing Forty SuzeTs, and Nine or Ten Beautiful 
Corysx-Plars CU TS each Number.---The Whole to be compleated in 
Steven Numtrs: Or it may be had, mM WEEKLY NUMBERS, at 
Six-pence or T hree-pence each. 

Ia teſtimony of the approbation which this work has received, extract, from 
ſome of the letters are here ſubjoined. | 

A letter written in the name of ſeveral ſubſcribers, ſays, ** The price cf the 
work is far inferior to its value, every number publiſhed makes us eager and de- 
ſirous of receiving the next.“ Another ſigned Jer. Philippe, ſays, ** [ have 
peruſed the Sacre. Paſſages that are extant of your wors, intitled, “ An IIluſ- 
tration of the Holy Scripiures,” with inward pleaſure and ſatisſaction, and 
have great reaſen to bleſs GOD for allowing me ſuch a privilege by your means; 
and I dcubt not but you will (through the divine aſſiſtanee] compleat your work 
to the entire ſatisfaction of all religious and well diſpoſed Chriſtians.“ Ano- 
ther Letter, ſigned J. Rider ſays, I have read your Illuſtration with great ſatis - 
faction, and ſuch as I thought | never ſhould have found.“ Another Letter 
writ en in the name of the people of the county of Dumfries, dated Dumfries, 
December, 1761, runs in this manner : ** We had the ſatis faction to be among 
the firſt in North Britain who ſubſcribed for your Illuſtration of the Old and New 
Teſtament ; and have attended you cloſe through every book with a pleaſure 
unexperienced before, We ſcarcely peruſe a number, but in our hearts we bleſs 
GOD, and thank you for the benefit we regeive from it.” Another Lerterg 
ſigned a Chriſtian, expteſſeth his approbation in the following words: The 
ſyread of genuine Chr.ſtianity, I believe, will be more offectually accompſihed 
by your judicious weik, than any other I am acquainted with, becauſe it is 
gor into many hands. Great numbers will be happily led by it to rational ien 
ti ments of religion. I hear ily wiſh that the Illultration was earneſtly reconP 
mended to every parith through Great Britain and Ireland; or rather, ro every 
part of the Chriſtian world.” A Letier, ſigned Vicarius, written at the tie- 
queſt of ſeveral of his brethren the Clergy, fays, “ 1 find a great preference 
due to the II Iuſtration of the Holy Bible, printed for R. Goadby, upog a fir and 
candid compariſon of it, with other publications of the fame kind. 


Of the ſaid R. Goadby and J. Towers, at No. 111, near Cripplegate, 
may be had, the following uſeſul and entertaining Books. 
1. A New Biographical Dictionary; containing an hiſtorical and 


critieal account of the lives and writings of the moſt eminent perſons in every 
nation, trom the earlieſt accounts of time. A work proper tor every library. 


2. A New Concordance in a han.itome Volume Octavo, price 
£5. bound, whereby any paſſages in the Old or New Teitament may be found 


gut by the recollection ot any one material word of it, and all the texts relative 


to any Chriſtian virtue or doctrine, are pointed out at one view, as alſo the moit 
remarkable parallel texts of Scripture. _ 

3. A New Edition of the Chriſtian's Inſtructor, extracted from 
the Holy Scnptures, price 28. 6d, bound in calt, The late Biſhop Sherlock 
n pleaſed to tellify his approbation of this work by a letter to the compiler. 


